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HAIRDRESSING TOOL 

Background of the Invention 

5 1 . Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to a hairdressing tool. 

2 . Description of the Related Art 

Conventional hairdressing tools such as combs and 
•'10 brushes are known. 

Fine-tooth hair combs having a longitudinal spine 
and extending therefrom a single row of teeth are well 
known. However, known fine-tooth combs, which are 
preferred for smoothing hair to a desired extent, suffer 

15 from the disadvantages that they cannot readily be passed 
through the hair, particularly if the hair is tangled. 
It is, therefore, also well known to provide a comb with 
a single row of teeth in two portions, a second portion 
having teeth which are more finely spaced than the teeth 

20 • in the first portion. Hair may then be first coarsely 

combed with the more coarsely spaced portion of the teeth 
and then more finely combed with the portion having more 
finely spaced teeth. 

A hair comb having two rows of teeth is known from 

25 GB-539633-A in which a first row of teeth is coarsely 

spaced and a second row of teeth is finely spaced so that 
the first row of teeth coarsely combs the hair before the 
relatively finely spaced teeth comb the hair. The two 
rows of teeth are, preferably, formed with a convex 

30 curvature to provide a smoothing action on the hair. The 
teaching of the disclosure is of teeth of one of the rows 
being shorter than the teeth of the other row. This 
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facilitates the use of the comb at an acute angle to the 
scalp. The disclosure of this publication is of tapering 
teeth. FR-A-900029 discloses a comb having a spine and 
plural teeth in a row which are spaced from one another, 
5 the teeth each having a cylindrical cross-section and 
being of the same length as one another. 

It has become popular to* comb hair to form a zig-zag 
parting of hair where the parting is either centrally 
located on a person's head, or- on either side of the 

10 head. Such a zig-zag parting has the effect of achieving 
a greater volume of hair before styling by blow-drying. 

Stylists generally achieve the zig-zag parting by 
holding a conventional comb, at an angle to the scalp such 
that only the end is in contact with the scalp. The comb 

15 is then moved from front to back such that the end tooth 
describes a zig-zag at the base of the hairs, which are 
then separated by hand either side of the zig-zag 
parting. Using a conventional comb in this way is very 
difficult for the person who seeks to apply the zig-zag 

20 parting on their own hair. 

Summary of the Invention 

It is an object of this invention to provide a hair 

comb which will enable a zig-zag parting to be more 
25 conveniently achieved both by a stylist and by a person 

seeking to apply the zig-zag parting to their own hair. 
According to this invention there is provided a 

hairdressing tool including a spine and, extending from 

the spine, teeth arranged in a triangular formation 
30 whereby, in use, a leading tooth is located at the apex 

of the triangular formation and the other trailing teeth 

are located along the sides of the triangular formation 
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such that as. the tool is moved from front to back of a 
scalp in a zig-zag motion^ the hair passes on each side 
of the leading tooth and then between the trailing teeth 
to separate the hairs and facilitate a zig-zag parting. 
5 Preferably,, only three teeth are provided, one at 

each corner of the triangular formation. 

In an alternative embodiment, further teeth are 
provided along the sides of the triangular formation, 
whereby the pitch of the teeth determines the periodicity 
10 of the zig-zag. The larger the triangular formation the 
greater is the amplitude of the zig-zag. 

Advantageously, the triangular formation of teeth is 
an isosceles triangular formation. 

In a preferred embodiment, a tip of each tooth 
15 remote from the spine has an enlarged head for engaging a 
user' s head . 

Conveniently, said enlarged head is domed-shaped. 

Preferably, the teeth along the base of the 
triangular formation are arranged substantially parallel 
20 to the longitudinal direction of the spine. 

Conveniently, the teeth extend substantially 
orthogonally from the spine. 

Advantageously,, the teeth are made of metal. 

Preferably, handle means is attached to the spine. 
25 Conveniently, the handle means is integrally formed 

with the, spine. 

Advantageously, the handle means is arcuate for 
generally conforming to a user's hand. 

Preferably, the teeth, spine and handle means are 
30 integrally formed with one another. 

Advantageously, the teeth, spine and handle means 
are integrally formed from the same material. 
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Conveniently, the material is a plastics material. 

In another embodiment, the handle means is made of 
wood, the spine is made of wood or metal or plastics, and 
the teeth are made of metal or plastics. 
5 Advantageously, slider means are provided for 

altering the spacing between the teeth along the base of 
the triangular formation so as to alter the amplitude of 
the zig-zag- 

Conveniently, the slider means is arranged so that 
10 the spacing is infinitely variable between defined 

opposed limits or variable in discrete steps between said 
defined opposed limits. 

Preferably, the spine is demountable from the handle 
means and two or more spines are provided each having 
15 teeth arranged for a left or right-handed person. 

Advantageously, the spine is mountable onto the 
handle means by a snap-fit fixing. 

Conveniently, the spine is slidably mountable onto 
the handle means. 
20 In an embodiment, a hair brush is attached to one 

end of a longitudinal handle means and the spine is 
attached at an opposite end thereof. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 
25 The invention will now be described, by way of 

example, with reference to the accompanying drawings, in 
which: 

Figure 1 shows a side view of a hairdressing tool in 
accordance with this invention, 
30 Figure 2 shows an underside plan view of the tool 

shown in Figure 1, and 
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Figure 3 shows an end view of the tool shown in 
Figure 1 . 

In the Figures like reference numerals denote like 
parts. 

5 

Description of the Preferred Embodiments 

Referring to. the Figure 1 to 3, a hairdressing tool 
has a handle 1 formed by a longitudinally extending 
arcuate portion 2 for being located in the palm of a hand 

10 of a user and the sides of the handle may be provided - 
with a contoured finger grip portion (not shown) , One 
end of the handle has a spine 3 for securing a triangular 
formation of teeth 4 • As shown in the underside plan 
view of Figure 2, the teeth 4 are arranged such that^ 

15 when the comb is moved in a direction of arrow-headed 

line A, there is a tooth 41 at the apex of the triangle 
with trailing teeth 42, 43 at the corners of the 
triangular formation. The triangular formation is, 
preferably, an isosceles triangle, although an 

20 equilateral triangle may also be provided. At the 

confluence of each tooth with the spine the teeth may 
have an enlarged cross-sectional portion 5 for strength 
and, at a tip of each tooth at a remote end from the 
spine, there is provided an enlarged dome-shaped head 6 

25 for comfort of a user when the teeth touch a user's head. 

In an alternative embodiment, further teeth may be 
provided along the sides and base of the triangular 
formation and the pitch of the teeth determine the 
periodicity of the zig-zag, the size of the triangular 

30 formation determining the zig-zag amplitude. The number 
of teeth may also be varied in dependence upon differing 
hair textures . 
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The teeth along the base of the triangular formation 
are arranged substantially parallel to a longitudinal 
direction of the spine and, conveniently, the teeth 
extend outwardly from the spine and, preferably, 
5 substantially orthogonally from the spine. 

The handle 2 may be a separate member from the spine 
3 and attached to the spine by any convenient means, such 
as glueing, riveting, by means of screws or a snap-fit 
connection. However, in a further embodiment the handle 
10 2 is integrally formed with the spine. Alternatively, 
the spine is slidably mounted on the handle. 

It is to be understood that the tool shown is for a 
right-handed person, but a tool for a left-handed person 
may be formed by inverting the triangular formation. 
15 Preferably, two or more spines are provided each 

having teeth arranged for a left or right-handed person. 

The teeth may be separately formed from the spine 
but, in one preferred embodiment, the teeth, spine and 
handle are integrally formed with one another and are, 
20 preferably, formed from the same material, such as 
plastics. 

In another embodiment, the handle is made of wood, 

the spine is made of wood or metal or plastics, and the 

teeth are made of metal or plastics. 
25 In another embodiment, a slider 60 is provided for 

altering the spacing between the teeth 42, 43 along the 

base of the triangular formation so as to alter the 

amplitude of the zig-zag. 

Conveniently, the slider 60 is arranged so that the 
30 spacing is infinitely variable between defined opposed 

limits or variable in discrete steps between said defined 

opposed limits. 
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In one embodiment, the slider 60 has a slot 61 
within which is a, preferably, manually operable handle 
62. The handle 62 is connected to a mechanism, for 
example a wheel and rack mechanism (not shown) for moving 
5 teeth 42, 43 with respect to one another. The teeth are 
connected to the mechanism and are movable within a slot 
63. 

Preferably, teeth 42 and 43 are both equi-movable 
apart from one another so as to retain their geometric 
10 relationship with tooth 41. 

In use, the tool is drawn in a zig-zag line from 
front to back along a user's head through the base of the 
hairs in the direction of arrow-headed line A, so hair 
passes on each side of the leading tooth 41 and then 
15 between and around the trailing teeth 42, 43. 

The tool has the advantage of ease of use for a 
stylist, and also for an individual seeking to apply a 
zig-zag parting to their own hair. Once the zig-zag 
parting has been established the hair may be moved by 
20 hand, brush and/or conventional comb to either side of 
the zig-zag parting. 

In a further embodiment, a hair brush 70 is attached 
to one end of the longitudinal handle at the opposite end 
to the spine. 

25 Although the present invention has been described 

with reference to preferred embodiments, workers skilled 
in the art will recognize that changes may be made in 
form and detail without departing from the spirit and 
scope of the invention. 
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